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and Policy Professor Henrik Kibak who
is developing a science curriculum based
on elephant seal research. Plotsky
filmed Kibak and a group of Mexican
high school students as
they conducted research
on a founding population
of elephant seals located
on a small island off of
Baja’s west coast.
Plotsky also made
another trip to Baja where
he took footage for a
Mexican conservation
group in Bahia San
Filmmaker Jordan Plotsky is a 1997graduate of CSUMB and
Quintin. The group
produces films on natural history, the environment, and conser
fought against the devel
vation.
opment of a large coastal
tract of land and recently won a ruling
Some say the true role of an artist is
from the Mexican government to pre
to bear witness to what the rest of us
serve the land.
can't see. If this is so, Jordan Plotsky
However, Plotsky points out that
plays this role in fine fashion.
"though natural history is one of my
Plotsky, a 1997 graduate of CSUMB
focuses in filmmaking, I try not to limit
in Teledramatic Arts, is a filmmaker with
myself, because in this business it's all
a message. "One of my goals is to pro
about searching for opportunities to get
mote conservation through film," he
more work."
says. And Plotsky has been passionately
pursing that goal since graduat
ing from CSUMB. Over the
past few years he has been
involved in more than twelve
film projects and most have
focused on wildlife and natural
history.
In the past year Plotsky has
made frequent trips to Baja,
Mexico to film wildlife,
worked on documentaries for
Monterey-based Sea Studios,
worked on projects for the
Elephant seal pup image taken from film by CSUMB
Watershed Institute's Return of
alumni Jordan Plotsky
the Natives Project, and is cur
When Plotsky arrived at CSUMB in
rently finishing up a film for CSUMB on
1994 he was interested in filmmaking,
Service Learning.
however he wanted to find out if it
While in Mexico, Plotsky worked
(Continued on next page)
with CSUMB’s Earth System Science
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first course in the Master of Arts in
Education program, I was a little uncer
was right for him. According to Plotsky
tain
if I would know anyone. But many
CSUMB provided him with some valu
of
our
Ed 636 class members were
able skills. He explained that when he
there!
The
activity was a great way for
first arrived on campus he knew very lit
students,
graduates,
teachers, and facul
tle about computers. But aided by good
ty
to
all
meet
and
get
to know each
teachers and CSUMB's focus on technol
other
better.
We
enjoyed
the lunch and
ogy, he quickly learned the basics and
door
prizes.
The
$20
alumni
member
was soon using computers to edit film.
ship
was
a
good
investment
and
well
And today, he says that he exclusively
worth
it.
We
received
tote
bags
with
uses computer editing in his work.
goodies and just about everyone "won" a
Also, Plotsky points out that while at
door prize of some sort!
CSUMB he learned something more
Midway through the afternoon, intro
important than specific job-related tools.
ductions
were made and welcomes
"CSUMB taught me that you need to be
given.
Since
CSUMB is still a relatively
self-motivated in order to succeed in
new
site,
the alumni are few and
life," he explains.
it
will
take
time to build this
As for the future, Plotsky
group.
This
was an excellent
looks forward to tackling
beginning
and
the turnout was
increasingly bigger film proj
good.
ects. Recently, he purchased
After eating the delicious
a state-of-the-art digital
lunch,
we mingled, met people
movie camera and other
in
different
stages of education
important filmmaking equip
and
profession,
and talked with
ment.
those
in
our
classes.
I enjoyed
“My commitment to
sitting
and
chatting
with
becoming a filmaker is
Cynthia, who attended from Oak
recent. I have always strug
Hills with her daughter. Cheryl,
gled with commitment and
who teaches at Calabasas
while my whole life has led
(L-R) Mary Caballero-Martinez and Veronica Hernandez, graduates from
School in Watsonville, was also
up to this, it was a conscious
CSUMB’s Teacher Education Credential Program, along with Veronica’s
there.
I learned more about
daughter, recently gathered for the Alumni Reunion of Education at the
decision to take the leap; to
Miyuki,
who is living on cam
University
Center
commit with my heart and to
pus,
tutoring
a student in
with showing their appreciation of
commit financially.
Japanese
language,
and
planning on
teachers. There were sixteen business
“Pm really looking forward to things
completing
the
program
this summer. I
donations of gift certificates, dinners,
right now. I've got all the tools I need,
didn't
know
that
Xiu
is
taking
a group of
books, a huge food and gift basket, dis
both physically and intellectually and I
high
school
girls
from
Santa
Catalina
to
counts, goodies to go in the canvas tote
finally feel like I know what it takes to
climb
in
the
Himalayas
this
summer!
bags supplied by the Alumni Association,
make a good film."
And I learned that Diana used to be at
and lots of other fun gifts. Special
Cabrillo School with my past principal,
thanks to our donors: Nepenthe, Blue
Georgia Grijalva, but now is happy
Fin Cafe, Steinbeck House, Adventures
working
in Hollister and residing in San
By-the-Sea, Mucky Duck Pub, Marriott
Juan
Bautista
near my parents.
Hotel, Ann Kelley By-the-Lake, Learning
Etta
Hollins,
in her book, Culture in
Depot, Bay Books, Book Worm &
By Dr. Conni Blackwell and
School
Learning,
discusses the impor
Temple of the Frog, Whole Foods,
Sheryl Gentry
tance
of
transforming
professional prac
Starbuck's Coffee, Recycled Records,
tice.
Among
the
many
ways she sug
Cafe Pronto, Educational Stuff, and our
"A Time to CARE" the Chapter
gests,
one
is
university
coursework and
own CSUMB Bookstore.
Alumni Reunion of Education event was
another
is
teacher
support
groups. In
The best review of the event is
held on April 8th, 2000 at the
many
ways,
the
networking
and discus
expressed by Sheryl Gentry, a current
University Center at CSUMB. What a
sion that occurred at the CARE activity
student in the Master of Arts in
wonderful community gathering it
on Saturday fit these because we can
Education at CSUMB and a new Alumni
turned out to be. The Alumni
build our relationships and assist each
member who teaches in Watsonville.
Association Board Members- Sky, Tessie,
other in furthering our craft knowledge
Here is her very colorful account of the
and Troy were super in making this
in these ways. The entire experience
event;
event a true success! There were about
was enjoyable and educational. But the
"On Saturday, April 8, 2000,1 attend
65 people in attendance, which included
best part was my wonderful door prize
ed the Chapter Alumni Reunion of
alumni (of course!), Master of Arts stu
from Whole Foods! I munched away at
Education at the University Center on
dents, a few Stage II Teacher
the goodies all week long!"
the CSUMB Campus. Since this is my
Credentialing students, and CSUMB fac

(Continued from previous page)

A Good Time Was
Had by ALL!
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ulty and staff. We really missed all those
who could not attend!
Angela Der Ramos, president of the
Alumni Education Chapter, hosted the
event and Teachers of Tomorrow, led by
Wyatt Chambers, co-sponsored the
event with the Alumni Association. It
was especially pleasing to see Alumni
Members Patricia Martinez (now a vice
principal), Velvali Huston, Jennifer Kim,
Sheila Husser, David Brian Hays, Chris
de Beilis, Diane Nugent, Veronica
Hernandez, and Mary CaballeroMartinez-just to name a few of the
teachers in attendance.
The community was most responsive

NEWSBRJEFS
Board Elections
Coming and You
Are Needed!

Member Benefits:
Seeking Your
Favorite Merchants

Join the Alumni Board and Make a
Change for the Future
Your voice is needed to help plan the
future of the Alumni Association. Many
important goals lie ahead of us to ensure
that this organization grows and meets
the needs of all alumni. We seek self
nominations for serving on the Alumni
Board. The Board meets approximately
once a month, usually in the evenings,
for approximately 2 hours. We set poli
cies and develop programs to serve our
members. This is a great opportunity for
you to help shape where this organiza
tion is heading. Some important proj
ects we are developing and which you
could be a major contributor include:
-Advising in the development of an
interactive Alumni Web Portal that will
replace First Class and provide many
new features.
-Securing additional member benefits
and discounted services from local mer
chants and major corporations.
-Planning upcoming social functions
and special events (such as tail gate
party reunion for the first basketball
game of the year)
-Planning Alumni Association partici
pation in major University events, such
as Commencement, Welcome Week,
Otter Days, etc.
-Charitable fund raising activities
-Serving on University advisory
boards.
-Helping to recruit new students
If you are a paid member of the
Alumni Association, you may nominate
yourself by E-mailing or mailing your
request to the Alumni Secretary Troy
Challenger
(troy_challenger@monterey.edu) post
marked no later than Tuesday, June 30,
2000.
Elections will be held via email and
regular mail, August 15, 2000.

How would you like to get 5-10% off
at your favorite stores, restaurants, mail
order companies? Email us a list of your
favorite merchants and the Alumni
Association will approach them to
secure alumni discounts or special bene
fits to alumni members and the CSUMB
community. In return, we will advertise
their store or services to all our mem
bers and the entire CSUMB community
of faculty, staff and students. Send your
recommendations today to Tessie
Brodrick
(tessie_brodrick@monterey.edu).

New Alumni
Association Web
Portal Coming
How would you like to be able to
instantly look up old school friends and
clubs? Stay in touch with faculty men
tors? Stay aware of current events and
activities on campus? Easily give your
input or ask questions of the University
or your Alumni Board? Get discounts
on products and services? Stay tuned to
new courses available to help you suc
ceed? Have lifelong access to you own
online calendar, address book, email
account, website, server space, and
other virtual office tools?
The Alumni Board in collaboration
with University Advancement has con
tracted with the office of CSUMB's
Chief Technology Officer to develop an
interactive web portal that will do all of
the above and much more! CTO Lev
Gonick states that "Our web portal is
being built with the technical support of
the same sophisticated and competent
folks who built Amazon.com. The pro
posed CSUMB Alumni site will be inte
grated into the CSUMB portal. Alumni
will continue to participate with the

campus through the full integration of
club activities, social and cultural activi
ties, on and off campus events and of
course the campus e-commerce solution
associated with our portal."
Development of the site will begin
this summer with input from the Web
Portal Advisory task force of the Alumni
Board. A functional site is planned to be
up by January 1, 2001, with other fea
tures and modules to be rolled in as
developed over the next year. First Class
email accounts of Alumni Association
members will be maintained until the
new system is operational. If you would
like to be on the Web Portal Advisory
task force, please contact Richard
Ingram (richard_ingram@monterey.edu).

CSUMB Capstone
Archive
Want to gain immortality for your
Senior Capstone? The CSUMB Capstone
Archive will provide long term access to
Capstone projects for all members of the
University community as well as to per
sons beyond our boundaries. The
Capstone Archive will be predominantly
electronic allowing access by users via
the web.
Senior Capstone projects represent
"the culmination of student learning at
CSUMB. Projects demonstrate students'
understanding of their fields, their ability
to synthesize materials across disciplines,
and frequently include technological
components." Clearly these are impor
tant works which are unique to
CSUMB! Until now, the University has
had neither a standard procedure nor a
common place for maintaining an
archive of these works. The CSUMB
Library will be the caretaker of the
Capstone Archive.
Want to add your capstone? Follow
this link,
(http://capstone.monterey.edu/) or con
tact Lisa Rowlison, Coordinator of
Bibliographic Services, 582-4642.

(News Briefs continued on next
page)
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Provost Hired
Recently, CSUMB’s president Dr. Peter
Smith announced the appointment of
Diane Cordero de Noriega as Provost and
Vice President for Academic Affairs fol
lowing a national search. Dr. Noriega was
appointed interim Provost and Vice
President of Academic Affairs at CSUMB
in August of 1999.
Before her arrival at CSUMB last sum
mer, Dr. Noriega was Dean of the College
of Education at California State University,
Sacramento. According to CSU
Sacramento’s President Donald R. Gerth,
"Diane Cordero de Noriega was an
absolutely superb dean. She provided
strong leadership to the College of
Education and in preparing teachers
throughout the Capital Region."
As the Provost and Vice-President for
Academic Affairs at CSUMB, Dr. Cordero
de Noriega will lead all aspects of
CSUMB’s academic program. She also car
ries the responsibility of being second-incommand of the university and working
with the other members of the universi
ty’s cabinet and the president to improve
university-wide effectiveness and success.
"In Diane, we have a seasoned CSU
veteran who not only embraces the vision
for our university, but who is also com
mitted to and understands the education

June 20
WHAT: Alumni Association Elections
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Please contact Troy Challenger at
(831) 582-3056

August 1-31
WHAT: Spring 2001 application ini
tial filing period.
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Please contact the Student
Information Center at (831) 5823518.

August 23
WHAT: Last day to register without
$25 late registration fee. Last day to
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al best practices we are incubating and
developing here," said CSUMB President
Peter Smith.

VP Hired for
University
Advancement
CSUMB’s president Dr. Peter Smith
recently announced the hire of Scott
Warrington as the Vice President for
University Advancement. Warrington has
been at Fresno State since 1994, first as
the Assistant Vice President for University
Development, and for the last two years
as the Associate Vice President for
University Advancement.
Prior to his work at CSU Fresno,
Warrington was a development director at
Pennsylvania State University, University
Park, Pennsylvania. While at Penn State,
Scott planned, established and implement
ed a comprehensive five-year fundraising
plan following the completion of the high
ly successful Campaign for Penn State, a
six-year, $360 million fundraising drive.
Warrington will be leading efforts at
CSUMB in planning capital campaigns for
major new facilities, support for academic
programs, endowments for academic

apply for financial aid and have fees
deferred.
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please
contact the Student Information Center at
(831) 582-3518.

August 24-25
WHAT: Otter Days: Orientation for fresh
man and new sophomores.
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please
contact the Student Information Center at
(831) 582-3518.

August 28
WHAT: Fall 2000 classes begin.
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please
contact the Student Information Center at
(831) 582-3518.

chairs, and funds for a wide variety of
programs such as cultural activities.
CSUMB’s fundraising goal of $1.5 million
this fiscal year has already been exceeded
with over $3 million raised. CSUMB
joins the fundraising efforts of the other
CSU campuses which last year raised
more $232.5 million in voluntary giving,
cumulatively. Donations to the CSU
have more than doubled since 1992.

Never Too Old To
Learn!
At age 71, Helen Bernal Jones proved
that it is never too late to return to
school. At CSU Monterey Bay's 4th
Commencement, Ms. Jones proudly
received her B.A. in Liberal Studies, tak
ing her place in the limelight with over
300 other younger graduates. She plans
to now continue her studies at CSUMB
to complete a Masters in Education
A resident of Fresno, Ms. Jones origi
nally came to CSUMB to encourage one
of her children to go back to school and
decided to become a student herself.
Widowed, she was recovering from the
loss of her husband, and being a student
here turned out to be a real tonic for her.
She and her husband were formerly sta
tioned at Ft. Ord in the 1960's.

September 8
WHAT: CSUMB Women’s Soccer against
UCSC.
WHERE: CSUMB Playing Fields.
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please
contact the CSUMB Soccer Office at
(831) 582-4685.

October 7
WHAT: CSUMB Women’s Soccer against
Simpson.
WHERE: CSUMB Playing Fields.
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please
contact the CSUMB Soccer Office at
(831) 582-4685.

Granite
Construction’s
Lead Gift for
Science Center
Presented
As CSUMB prepares to build its
first entirely new building on cam
pus, a Science/Academic Center to
be located near the heart of campus,
CSUMB President Peter Smith (middle) shakes hands with Granite Construction CEO Dave Watts at a
Granite Construction Inc. has
press conference last week to announce Granite’s Science Center donation. Other participants in the
announced it will donate $500,000
press conference included (L-R) Bob Antle, CEO of Tanimura & Antie, ESSP Professor Bill Head, and
to the project as a challenge grant to
CSUMB ESSP student Bronwyn Feikert.
the university, which will be responsi
building. Construction will begin in
ifestation of a new concept for delivery
ble for raising matching funds.
spring, 2001 and the Center will be
of a number of day-to-day services to
Dave Watts, Granite's Chairman of
completed in winter, 2002.
students, faculty, and staff at one central
the Board, President, and CEO said
Of the $22.1 million needed for the
location. Approximately 30,000 Square
today, "For many years, Granite
Center, $14.5 million has been request
Feet (SF) will be renovated at a cost of
Construction Inc. and its employees
ed from the state of California. The bal
approximately $6.3 million. The reno
have been dedicated to education pro
ance of $7.6 million is currently being
vation will also include the development
viding support for schools across the
raised from private resources. Lead gifts
of an outdoor plaza space between
country. Our $500,000 contribution to
from the David and Lucile Packard
buildings 46 and 47. Construction will
the Earth Systems Science and Policy
Foundation, Granite Construction, Inc.,
likely be phased with the intent to have
Program is on behalf of the employees at
and others have brought in approximate
the Campus Service Center operable in
Granite and solidifies our commitment
ly $3 million, leaving a balance of $4.6
March or April of 2001.
to innovative and quality institutions like
million to be raised.
California State University. Monterey
MULTI-PURPOSE PLAYING
Bay." Mr. Watts is also the Chairman of
FIELDS
the California State Chamber of
The conversion of the South Parade
Commerce.
Ground located off of Second Avenue
Mr. Watts has not only given his
between Light Fighter Drive and First
company's support but has contributed
Street, into (2) two Olympic sized soccer
significant hours and energy as a mem
fields, restroom and storage facilities and
ber of CSUMB's President's Council.
parking for 105 vehicles is moving for
During the summer months
The President's Council mission is to
ward. These first two fields will be the
CSUMB's Design and Construction
work with the university to provide
cornerstone of the proposed CSUMB
team
is working on several projects,
funding resources in support of campus
Playing Fields Complex that will be bor
which are in various stages ofprogram
priorities. The Facilities Committee of
dered by Light Fighter Drive, General
ming. Robin Katsuki, CSUMB’s
the President's Council is chaired by Mr.
Jim Moore Blvd., First Street, and
Construction Manager has provided us
Bob Antle, CEO of Tanimura & Antle.
Second Avenue. Approximately 7.34
with a brief description of each project
Designed by renowned architects
acres will be renovated at a cost of
and a status report. As buildings near
Anshen & Allen of San Francisco, the
approximately $900,000. Construction
completion, CSUMB Alumni will be
Science/Academic Center will enable
will be phased with the intent to have
invited to campus to check out the new
CSUMB to bring its innovative science
one field ready for use by early
facilities.
curriculum into a building designed
September of 2000.
specifically to fulfill the needs estab
STUDENT SERVICES BUILDING
lished in the vision and mission of
OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL
This is a renovation of the linear
CSUMB's Earth Systems Science and
The proposed outdoor heated swim
three story portion of building 47 into a
Policy program. The Center will be com
ming pool will be programmed to allow
student services building that will house
posed of labs for Geology, Chemistry,
for classes, recreational use for students,
a new campus service center, Academic
Biology, and Physics, math classrooms,
faculty and staff; free swim periods;
Advising, Student Disability Resources,
computer labs, Capstone Labs (for senior
intramural programs and intercollegiate
Financial Aid, Admissions and Records,
projects), a Learning Courtyard, faculty
programs. It will include equipment and
SIC, SOAR, and the Office of the Vice
offices, 100-seat lecture hall and seminar
storage room, restrooms, locker and
President of Student Affairs. The
room. It will feature state-of-the-art mul
shower facilities. The exact site to be
Campus Service Center will be the man
timedia technology throughout the

CSUMB
Construction
Update

(Continued on next page)
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JOIN THE ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION!

This past spring ground was broken on CSUMB’s new sports playing fields, which
is located between 2nd Avenue and General Jim Moore Blvd.. The design for the
fields were developed by Bellinger Foster Steinmetz Landscape Architects from
Monterey California.

(Continued from previous page)
determined after completion of the pool
master plan/site study by an architect.
The construction budget $1.5 million
and will be funded by the U.S.
Department of Commerce, Economic
Development Administration (EDA).

the West Patio. The main dining area is
designed for a flexible seating arrange
ment that can accommodate a variety of
uses. Approximately 5,700 SF will be
renovated at a cost of approximately
$800,000 and is scheduled to be open
prior to start of Fall 2000 classes.

BUILDING 29 UNIVERSITY CEN
TER RESTAURANT
We are renovating the last remaining
portion of Building 29 into a Restaurant
which will include a wet bar, private
dining room and outdoor dining off of

Editor’s Note:
Feel free to make suggestions on topics
for articles you'd like to see in the Alumni
Newsletter. Remember, this is your newslet
ter and we want to write articles that you
will be interested in.
We can be reached using the contact
information below.

For only $20, you can become a
CSUMB Alumni Association Member for
the year 2000. Membership includes:
• Networking and employment
opportunities
• Library privileges at all CSU
campuses
• Savings of 10% on all purchases at
the CSUMB Bookstore (except text
books and software)
• Wellness Activity Center discounts
— as low as $12.50 per month
• Discounts at the World Theater
• Student Rates at MPC Theater
Company
• Outdoor Recreation Center
privileges
You also get to stay in touch with
your classmates and the CSUMB
community!
For more information please call or Email Troy Challenger at 831-582-4723
or troy_challenger@monterey.edu or for
ward your Alumni Association
Application and a check for $20 to
Francine Flores, CSUMB, University
Advancement, 100 Campus Center,
Building 86A, Seaside, California,
93955-8001.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER
Future Issues
Future issues of this quarterly CSUMB Alumni Association Newsletter
will be filled with features, biographies, news briefs, membership
information, coming events, and more. Your comments and
suggestions are welcomed. Please direct them to Robert Mazurek
via phone (831-582-3302) or e-mail robert_mazurek@monterey.edu.
Publisher ■ University Advancement

Writer ■ Robert Mazurek

Editors ■ Robert Mazurek & Troy Challenger
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